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On July 12, the Catholic Church hierarchy formally requested that President Violeta Chamorro
invite a multinational force of UN peacekeepers to the country "to restore order," thus adding the
Church's voice to growing calls for more UN involvement in Nicaragua. According to president of
the Bishops Conference, Msgr. Bosco Vivas, the proposal was discussed with Chamorro in early
July during a closed-door meeting between Church representatives and government officials.
Vivas declined to comment on the government's response to the proposal. According to Vivas,
the proposal is not a recipe for foreign intervention, but rather seeks to "rescue the dignity of the
homeland" in the face of the inability of domestic forces to "impose order." The declarations by
Vivas come just one week after release by the Bishops Conference of a harshly-worded statement,
decrying rampant corruption within the government and lamenting the dramatic situation of
"hunger, unemployment and the loss of human values" gripping the country. In his comments,
Vivas reiterated those charges, adding that Church officials have evidence of the involvement of
government officials in drug trafficking and corruption, as well as of police misconduct. Rumors
of a petition to bring UN peacekeepers to Nicaragua have been increasing over the past several
weeks. In early July, Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) secretary general Daniel Ortega
criticized the proposal as a serious "threat to national sovereignty." Ortega said the presence of
such a force on Nicaraguan territory would represent a violation of the constitution. For his part,
Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo indicated that the government is evaluating the proposal on the
basis of a request submitted by army chief Gen. Humberto Ortega. According to Lacayo, the army
is seeking to secure UN approval to install a regional training center in Nicaragua for preparation
of troops who would form part of UN peacekeeping missions worldwide. Reports in the Nicaraguan
media indicate that Honduras, in addition to Nicaragua, is attempting to win support for a request
to have such a regional training center installed on its territory. However, spokespersons from the
administration of Honduran President Rafael Callejas have denied the reports. (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/05/93; Agence France- Presse, 07/12/93)
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